Colours & Codes Series

Royal Canadian Air Force / Canadian Armed Forces markings range

The range of generic RCAF/CAF markings within our Colours & Codes series aims to provide a compre-
hensive selection of the standard markings applied to the aircraft types operated by Canada’s military
branches since the end of the Second World War. Starting with this (ADD72¢050 and derivatives) rework of
our Silver Maple Leaf Roundel sets that were first published in 2010, we intend to offer Starter Packs (This
Set) containing various standard sizes as well as smaller sets dedicated to one or two specific sizes. Where
warranted, the range will include odd and more-specialized sizes only as separate sets.

This approach provides for model makers who may have a need for certain sizes only. For example, some
odd Silver Maple Leaf roundel sizes, such as those of 20, 22, 28, and 42 inches, are only applicable to a sin-
gle use case on a small number of aircraft. Therefore, these are not included in this 1/72 Silver Maple Leaf
Roundel Starter Pack, but rather as a separate set, ADD72c050-6, which provides for the most likely maxi-
mum count use case of each.

Similarly, builders modelling only one or two specific aircraft types in Canadian military markings may find
the full Starter Pack to be less economical. For example, for correctly-sized roundels for a postwar RCAF
Canso, one only needs set ADD72¢050-1 for the wing roundels and ADD72¢050-2 for the fuselage
roundels. There’s no need for the whole Starter Pack.

The RCAF/CAF range currently (August 2025) on offer, or in the works in 1/72 scale are:

ADD72c050 Silver Maple Leaf Roundels Starter Pack (Standard Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72c050-1 to ADD72¢050-6

ADD72c050a Silver Maple Leaf Roundels Starter Pack (Altered Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72¢050-1a to ADD72c050-6a

AOD48c¢51 Red Ensign Tail Flashes

To be replaced by ADD72¢051 Red Ensign Tail Flashes Starter Pack and

related ADD72c051-1 to ADD72¢051-3 after current stocks of AOD48¢51 are sold out
ADD?72c052 Royal Canadian Air Force Fuselage Titles (work in progress).

ADD72c053 Type 1 Maple Leaf Roundels Starter Pack (Wartime Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72¢053-1 to ADD72¢053-3

ADD?72c¢053a Type 1 Maple Leaf Roundels Starter Pack (Later Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72¢053-1a to ADD72c053-3a

ADD?72¢054 Tri-colour Fin Flashes Starter Pack (Wartime Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72c054-1 to ADD72¢054-4

ADD72c054a Type 1 Maple Leaf Roundels Starter Pack (Later Colours)
and related top-up sets ADD72c054-1a to ADD72c054-4a

ADD72c055 New Leaf Roundels (work in progress).

ADD72c056 Early Alphanumeric Characters (work in progress).
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This series provides the roundel style that was in use on many RCAF aircraft types from early 1948 until phased out
through 1965-1967. The number of pairs provided per size is in consideration of the number of use cases (pairs of
the same size on any one of the typical locations on the fuselage sides and upper/lower wing surfaces) found dur-
ing research. All roundel sizes in this pack are also available separately, as are an additional sheet containing less
frequently used odd sizes.

ADD72¢050 Starter Pack: 84 inch roundels x 4, 48 inch x 8, 36 inch x 10, 30 inch x 12, 24 inch x 18, and 16 inch x 12.
ADD72c050-I: 48 inch roundels x 10 (also available separately).

ADD72¢050-2: 24 inch roundels x 18 (also available separately).

ADD72¢050-3: 16 inch and 30 inch roundels x 12 each (also available separately).

ADD72c050-4: 84 inch roundels x 4 (this set).

ADD72¢050-5: 36 inch roundels x 10 (also available separately).

ADD72c050-6: 20 inch roundels x 4; 22, 28, & 42 inch roundels x2 each (only available separately).

All of these Silver Maple Leaf Roundel sets include a comprehensive chart of the relevant aircraft types showing
typical use cases for each size/location. All sizes are also available in 1/48 scale. A 1/144 scale set is in the works.

1/72 scale
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Usage Guide - known roundel sizes for specific aircraft

Fuselage Upper Wings Lower Wings Usage Notes (the Martin book carries greater detail)

Type Fuselage Upper Wings Lower Wings Usage Notes (the Martin book carries greater detail)
Albatros % 48” N/A pages 88-90 31 = NA NA A5
Anson 30” 48” see Martin | pages 92-93 S-SS - m A page 256-257 o
Argus 18" a4 N/ * pages 94-96 T‘ = = s pages 258-2“ (roundel also on nose)
Arrow 36” 48” 48” pages 98-99 Vutor. - = ™ page 262-264
Auster 16" W 2% pages 100-101 Va'""'” m 5 5 page 265'267
" ,, » - R
Bell 47 & Nomad 16" NA WA pages 102-103 (Bell 47) & 204-205 (Nomad) Ve"d'"a - - o paee —
Boxcar (Packet) 48” 84” 84” pages 104-108 YOE 2 " 7 e pages 272_273
Canso w 18 48" %% |pages I14-116 - pages
Canuck 47 48” 48" ** pages [17-123
Caribou L 48” 48" **  |pages 126-127 The RCAF “Silver Maple” Roundel 1948 - 1965
Chipmunk 16” )L 247 ** pages 130-132 The Silver Maple Leaf Roundel reportedly derives its name from the Silver Maple tree, the leaf shape of which the marking was
Comet 48” 84” 84" #*  pages 134-137 reportedly patterned after. According to Royal Canadian Air Force Markings 1947-1968 (Patrick Martin with John Griffin, self-
Cosmopolitan 48" 18" 48" #* pages 138-14] p.ublished 2003) this marking was first specified ip an officifll drawing .dflted 25 Maly 1948 an'(f it fi.rst came into use on RCAF
" - — TR aircraft shortly thereafter. It continued to be applied up until the transition to the “New Leaf” design which began in early 1965.
Dakota (early) 30 i 4 pages %2 After that date, some transitional hybrid markings, featuring elements from both the Silver Maple Leaf Roundel and the New Leaf
Dakota (later) 0 48" 48" ** pages 147-150 Roundel could be seen fleet-wide through to about 1967. If you are modelling an aircraft from this period, close scrutiny of
Expeditor (early) 207 )L 20" pages 152-153 reference photographs is highly recommended.
Expeditor (Jate) 16" w NA pages 154-155 The initial Silver Maple Leaf Roundel drawings called for Canadian 1-GP-12a colour specifications Red 9-2, White 10-2 and Blue 2-6.
Freighter (early) 36” 84” 84” pages 157-158 This evolved into later drawings where the colours were called out simply by name — Red, White and Blue — without the 1-GP-12a
Freighter (late) a8’ 84 847 ** | pages 158-160 specification suffix.
Goose 147 48” 48” pages 162-163 This “loose” specification appears to have resulted in subtle colour variations appearing on some aircraft, but the overall
Harvard 247 24” 247 #* pages 166-169 photographic record suggests that these were reasonably close to the specified standards. Since model makers often strive for
Hercules 48" a4 WA pages 170171 indivi'dua! aircraft realism, we will aIs? Rroduce these markings in sets featuring altered colour — t?'pically a !ighter bluie.in '
- I P TN combination with a warmer red — variations designed to model roundels that may have been applied not quite to specification, or
H-21 (early) 8 w . pages 11%- colours that may have “drifted” off specification over time due to environmental conditions.

H-21 / H-44 (late) 48” N/A N/A page 176 i o ) ) i i ) 4
Y] w m m T The aforementioned book is highly recommended for anyone modeling RCAF aircraft from this era, and is worth seeking from online
- / / pages 1o retailers. While our Usage Guide table is fairly comprehensive, the book offers a broader history of the marking itself, and details

Labrador 17N/ N/A pages 181-185 on the variations used on each aircraft type during this period of their RCAF service.
Lancaster (early) 1 84 84 pages 186-188 * prototype only
Lancaster (late) 16” 84” N/A pages 188-190
Mentor 7" 307 307 page 191 ** not on all scheme variations
Mitchell (early) 47 48” 247 ** pages 192-194 *:% actually on fuselage
Mitchell (late) 4 48” 48” pages 195-196 % actually on sponsons
Mustang 147 L 247 **  |pages 197-194 . .
- - *[* best guess; not stated in Martin book
Neptune (late) 36 48 N/A pages 202-203
Norseman 0 487 */* 148" */*  |pages 206-207 Many thanks to John Melson, Carl Vincent, Mark Proulx, and the manmw
North Star & C-5 48” 48” 487 ** pages 208-215 late Tony Stachiw for sharing their individual researches into this
Otter 214 48” 47 ** pages 216-219 subject as well as their ongoing project assistance and encour- by SkyGrid Studio www.aviaeology.com
Sabre % )L 247 ** pages 222-235 agement. 739 Route 105 info@aviaeology.com
Siver Star (“T-bird") e W )y pages 231241 Author/:orr:‘piler Palltrick Martin fd;sel;(ves a :peci:l notelof appre- Maugerville, NB sales@aviaeology.com
iati . ¢ seri ian military air- ;
Starfighter e 48" NA pages 246-249 ciation .cw is exce e.n series of books on Cana .|an n.u itary a!r Canada E3A 8LI (519) 742-6965
- - - craft finish and markings. I’'m also grateful for his taking the time
B-47 48 48 48 pages 152-253 to consult with us on some of the finer points of the subject.
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